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Through the years, we have kept

track of each other. I have been very
proud, but not surprised, that Skip has
gone on to accomplish great things in
his career with the State Department.
I’ve lived around the world through my
brother.

Skip has been a man for our time. A
quick glance at Skip’s duty sheet will
show that whenever there has been a
‘‘hot spot’’ in the world community
that warranted the careful attention of
the State Department and a search for
‘‘the right one’’—someone with a great
sensitivity to a tense foreign situation
and strong diplomatic skills to help
find a solution—Skip was often the one
they called.

To name a few of his tours of duty
with the State Department, Skip has
served in the Vietnamese Embassy, he
has been in Nepal, and he has been sta-
tioned in many posts in the Middle
East.

Skip was a part of the team that ne-
gotiated hostage releases. He has been
in charge of evacuating Embassy fami-
lies. Each change of administration has
sought out his expertise, his counsel,
and his active participation in our for-
eign policy. When Operation Desert
Storm became necessary, once again
Skip was there, serving as our Ambas-
sador to Kuwait. You’ll remember the
proud moment when the American flag
went back up at our Embassy—Skip
was the person you saw raise the col-
ors.

Most recently, Skip has been serving
as the Deputy U.S. Representative to
the United Nations.

Ambassador Gnehm is a man of great
character, strongly held principles, and
the greatest integrity you could hope
to find. He has earned the respect of
those he works with, and his counter-
parts in the foreign countries and Em-
bassies in which he has been assigned.

Skip is the perfect choice for the For-
eign Service. He has always seen the
foreign service as his best chance to
serve—to make a difference. And he
has made a difference. He has the expe-
rience and the determination it takes
to succeed. He’s a proven leader who
understands the need to follow orders
and the direction of our foreign policy.
He possesses the finest of administra-
tion skills. I have no doubt that the
wealth of talent he possesses will en-
able him to lead with confidence. As al-
ways, Skip will do a fine job and
produce results.

It is with great pleasure that I sup-
port his nomination.
NOMINATIONS OF GEORGE OMAS, JAMES ATKINS,

AND JANICE LACHANCE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we have
had some others cleared. Therefore, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate continue in executive session to
consider the following nominations on
the Executive Calendar, the nomina-
tions of George Omas, James Atkins,
and Janice Lachance which were re-
ported from the Governmental Affairs
Committee today, that the nomina-
tions be confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, any
statements relating to the nominations

appear at the appropriate place in the
RECORD, and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
The nominations considered and con-

firmed en bloc are as follows:
FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT INVESTMENT

BOARD

James H. Atkins, of Arkansas, to be a
Member of the Federal Retirement Thrift In-
vestment Board for a term expiring Septem-
ber 25, 2000.

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

Janice R. Lachance, of Virginia, to be Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement.

POSTAL RATE COMMISSIONER

George A. Omas, of Mississippi, to be a
Commissioner of the Postal Rate Commis-
sion for a term expiring October 14, 2000.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor.
f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

Mr. WARNER. Now, Mr. President, I
will continue in the stead of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. President, I am advised that the
requests to be made on behalf of the
majority leader by the Senator from
Virginia have all been cleared and that
we may proceed in the absence of any-
one on the other side.

f

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NOS.
105–20 AND 105–21
Mr. WARNER. I now ask, Mr. Presi-

dent, as in executive session, unani-
mous consent that the Injunction of
Secrecy be removed from the following
treaties transmitted to the Senate on
July 31, 1997, by the President of the
United States:

Extradition Treaty with Barbados
(Treaty Document No. 105–20); Extra-
dition Treaty with Trinidad and To-
bago (Treaty Document No. 105–21).

I further ask unanimous consent that
the treaties be considered as having
been read the first time; that they be
referred, with accompanying papers, to
the Committee on Foreign Relations
and ordered to be printed; and that the
President’s messages be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The messages of the President are as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Extra-
dition Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and
the Government of Barbados, signed at
Bridgetown on February 28, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to
the Treaty. As the report explains, the
Treaty will not require implementing
legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow
generally the form and content of ex-

tradition treaties recently concluded
by the United States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into
force, enhance cooperation between the
law enforcement communities of both
countries, and thereby make a signifi-
cant contribution to international law
enforcement efforts. It will supersede
the Extradition Treaty between the
United States and Great Britain that
was signed at London on December 22,
1931, which was made applicable to Bar-
bados upon its entry into force on June
24, 1935, and which the United States
and Barbados have continued to apply
following Barbados becoming independ-
ent. However, that treaty has become
outmoded and the new Treaty will pro-
vide significant improvements.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Treaty and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 31, 1997.

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Extra-
dition Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and
the Government of Trinidad and To-
bago, signed at Port of Spain on March
4, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to
the Treaty. As the report explains, the
Treaty will not require implementing
legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow
generally the form and content of ex-
tradition treaties recently concluded
by the United States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into
force, enhance cooperation between the
law enforcement communities of both
countries and thereby make a signifi-
cant contribution to international law
enforcement efforts. Upon entry into
force, it will supersede the Extradition
Treaty between the United States and
Great Britain signed at London on De-
cember 22, 1931, and made applicable to
Trinidad and Tobago upon its entry
into force on June 24, 1935, and which
the United States and Trinidad and To-
bago have continued to apply following
Trinidad and Tobago’s independence.
That treaty has become outmoded, and
the new Treaty will provide significant
improvements.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Treaty and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 31, 1997.

f

APPOINTMENTS BY THE VICE
PRESIDENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8524 July 31, 1997
pursuant to Public Law 94–304, as
amended by Public Law 99–7, appoints
the following Senators to the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in
Europe:

The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr.
FEINGOLD], the Senator from Florida
[Mr. GRAHAM], the Senator from New
Jersey [Mr. LAUTENBERG], and the Sen-
ator from Nevada [Mr. REID].

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
REPORT

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that on Tuesday,
August 19, committees have between
the hours of 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. in order
to file reported legislative and execu-
tive matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROVIDING FOR A CONSULTANT
FOR THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM-
PORE

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
1120, which was introduced earlier
today by Senators LOTT and DASCHLE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1120) providing for a consultant

for the President pro tempore.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the
bill be read a third time and passed,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1120) was deemed read the
third time and passed, as follows:

S. 1120

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

Section 101(a) of the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 1977 (2 U.S.C. 61h–6(a)) is
amended by inserting after the first sentence
the following: ‘‘The President pro tempore of
the Senate is authorized to appoint and fix
the compensation of 1 consultant, on a tem-
porary or intermittent basis, at a daily rate
of compensation not in excess of that speci-
fied in the first sentence of this subsection.’’.

f

EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS ACT
AMENDMENTS

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to consideration of Cal-
endar No. 141, S. 910.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 910) to authorize appropriations

for carrying out the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1997 for fiscal years 1998 and

1999, and for other purposes, which had been
reported from the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting clause
and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS.
Section 12 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-

tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7706) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)(7)—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘1995,’’; and
(B) by inserting before the period at the end

the following: ‘‘, $20,900,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and $21,500,000 for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1999’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘September 30,

1995;’’;
(B) by inserting before the period at the end

the following: ‘‘; $51,142,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998 of which $3,800,000
shall be used for the Global Seismic Network op-
erated by the Agency; and $52,676,000 for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1999, of which
$3,800,000 shall be used for the Global Seismic
Network operated by the Agency’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘Of
the amounts authorized to be appropriated
under this subsection, at least—

‘‘(1) $8,000,000 of the amount authorized to be
appropriated for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1998; and

‘‘(2) $8,250,000 of the amount authorized for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1999,
shall be used for carrying out a competitive,
peer-reviewed program under which the Direc-
tor, in close coordination with and as a com-
plement to related activities of the United States
Geological Survey, awards grants to, or enters
into cooperative agreements with, State and
local governments and persons or entities from
the academic community and the private sec-
tor.’’;

(3) in subsection (c)—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘September 30,

1995,’’; and
(B) by inserting before the period at the end

the following: ‘‘, (3) $18,450,000 for engineering
research and $11,920,000 for geosciences research
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1998,
and (4) $19,000,000 for engineering research and
$12,280,000 for geosciences research for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1999’’; and

(4) in the last sentence of subsection (d)—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘September 30,

1995,’’; and
(B) by inserting before the period at the end

the following: ‘‘, $2,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and $2,060,000 for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1999’’.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF REAL-TIME SEISMIC

HAZARD WARNING SYSTEM DEVEL-
OPMENT, AND OTHER ACTIVITIES.

(a) AUTOMATIC SEISMIC WARNING SYSTEM DE-
VELOPMENT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(A) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means

the Director of the United States Geological Sur-
vey.

(B) HIGH-RISK ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘high-risk
activity’’ means an activity that may be ad-
versely affected by a moderate to severe seismic
event (as determined by the Director). The term
includes high-speed rail transportation.

(C) REAL-TIME SEISMIC WARNING SYSTEM.—The
term ‘‘real-time seismic warning system’’ means
a system that issues warnings in real-time from
a network of seismic sensors to a set of analysis
processors, directly to receivers related to high-
risk activities.

(2) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall conduct a
program to develop a prototype real-time seismic
warning system. The Director may enter into
such agreements or contracts as may be nec-
essary to carry out the program.

(3) UPGRADE OF SEISMIC SENSORS.—In carry-
ing out a program under paragraph (2), in order
to increase the accuracy and speed of seismic

event analysis to provide for timely warning sig-
nals, the Director shall provide for the upgrad-
ing of the network of seismic sensors participat-
ing in the prototype to increase the capability of
the sensors—

(A) to measure accurately large magnitude
seismic events (as determined by the Director);
and

(B) to acquire additional parametric data.
(4) DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS AND

COMPUTATION INFRASTRUCTURE.—In carrying
out a program under paragraph (2), the Director
shall develop a communications and computa-
tion infrastructure that is necessary—

(A) to process the data obtained from the up-
graded seismic sensor network referred to in
paragraph (3); and

(B) to provide for, and carry out, such com-
munications engineering and development as is
necessary to facilitate—

(i) the timely flow of data within a real-time
seismic hazard warning system; and

(ii) the issuance of warnings to receivers relat-
ed to high-risk activities.

(5) PROCUREMENT OF COMPUTER HARDWARE
AND COMPUTER SOFTWARE.—In carrying out a
program under paragraph (2), the Director shall
procure such computer hardware and computer
software as may be necessary to carry out the
program.

(6) REPORTS ON PROGRESS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Di-
rector shall prepare and submit to Congress a
report that contains a plan for implementing a
real-time seismic hazard warning system.

(B) ADDITIONAL REPORTS.—Not later than 1
year after the date on which the Director sub-
mits the report under subparagraph (A), and
annually thereafter, the Director shall prepare
and submit to Congress a report that summa-
rizes the progress of the Director in implement-
ing the plan referred to in subparagraph (A).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In
addition to the amounts made available to the
Director under section 12(b) of the Earthquake
Hazards Reduction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C.
7706(b)), there are authorized to be appropriated
to the Department of the Interior, to be used by
the Director to carry out paragraph (2),
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1998 and 1999.

(b) SEISMIC MONITORING NETWORKS ASSESS-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall provide
for an assessment of regional seismic monitoring
networks in the United States. The assessment
shall address—

(A) the need to update the infrastructure used
for collecting seismological data for research
and monitoring of seismic events in the United
States;

(B) the need for expanding the capability to
record strong ground motions, especially for
urban area engineering purposes;

(C) the need to measure accurately large mag-
nitude seismic events (as determined by the Di-
rector);

(D) the need to acquire additional parametric
data; and

(E) projected costs for meeting the needs de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (D).

(2) RESULTS.—The Director shall transmit the
results of the assessment conducted under this
subsection to Congress not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(c) EARTH SCIENCE TEACHING MATERIALS.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
(A) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term

‘‘local educational agency’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 14101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 8801).

(B) SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘school’’ means a
nonprofit institutional day or residential school
that provides education for any of the grades
kindergarten through grade 12.

(2) TEACHING MATERIALS.—In a manner con-
sistent with the requirement under section
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